Kirsten Lamb: Coyote's Song

For Educators

About the Performance
Acclaimed musician and educator Kirsten Lamb's solo performance of the fable, "Coyote’s
Song" is a unique introduction to the double bass, voice, and basic musical concepts. Part
concert, part storytelling, and part sing-along, the program begins with a demonstration on
the double bass, leading to the interactive musical story. Following the story, two basic
rhythmic patterns based on the story’s characters are taught and performed by students. The
program ends with songs accompanied by banjo, and time for questions.
Program Learning Goals
1. To identify, perform, and recall plot, characters, and song from the telling of the fable
“Coyote’s Song”.
2. To identify the string instrument family, specifically the double bass and banjo.
Essential Questions
1. How does music connect to your emotions?
2. Why does some music make you feel happy and other music make you feel sad?
3. How can you make music to express your emotions or bring a story character to life?
Important Vocabulary to Pre-Teach
Musical storytelling: using music and sounds to help make a story come to life.
Double bass: a large musical instrument with strings played with fingers or a bow. It has
a very low, deep sound.
Banjo: a medium-sized musical instrument with strings played with fingers or picks. It
has a bright, twangy sound.
Post-Performance Discussion Questions
1. Did you like hearing a story with music? Why or why not?
2. How did the music from the story make you feel? Happy? Sad? Scared? Excited?
Something else?
3. Do you think Coyote learned a lesson in the story? Do you think he will be nicer to his
friends in the future?
Further Resources

New England Conservatory’s Musical Storytelling Fellows YouTube playlist
Features 5 more stories told with the help of different musical instruments
Also check out the videos for making DIY instruments on the bottom of the next page.
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Pre-Performance Activities
Sounds and Storytelling

1. As a class, read “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” by Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury (or
listen/watch this telling on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kL36gMrHJaI)
2. Notice the words and sounds that are used to help illustrate the story. Ask students to
think about how they could make those words come to life. Could they say them in a
particular way? What sounds or movements could they make with their bodies to
highlight these words?
3. Ask several students to share different ways to say or perform those words using their
voices and bodies. After each suggestion, the whole class can copy the sound/movement.
4. Read “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” again, this time adding in your special sounds and
movements!
Music and Emotions

Listen to the following songs. Ask students to think about what emotions each song makes
them feel.
1. “William Tell Overture”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIbYCOiETx0
2. “In the Hall of the Mountain King”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nMUr8Rt2AI
3. “Flight of the Bumblebee”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6QV1RGMLUKE
Post-Performance Activity
After the performance, make your own instruments to add music to a story in your
classroom. Note: this activity can also be done simply with body percussion/sounds, instead
of making instruments, for a shorter activity.
Materials needed:
2-3 story books for students to pick from
recycled materials to make instruments such as coffee cans (with lids), toilet paper
tubes, cardboard boxes, plastic bottles, rubber bands, balloons, dried rice/beans, etc.
Further Resources (for DIY Instrument Ideas):
VIDEO Link: “Make Homemade Music with These 6 DIY Instruments”
VIDEO Link: “DIY Musical Instruments for Kids”
VIDEO Link: “Easy Homemade Instruments for Kids”
BOOK: Making Musical Things by Ann Wiseman
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Post-Performance Activity Continued...
STEP 1: Pick a story together as a class. For younger grades, use a familiar story such as
“The Three Little Pigs” or “The Tortoise and the Hare”. For older grades, this could be an
opportunity to explore a new story or even write an original story as a group. Careful not
to pick/write a story with too many characters.
STEP 2: Read/tell the story to the class, and then discuss the major plot points together.
STEP 3: Identify each character in the story, and pick some descriptive words for each.
For example, is the character nice or mean? Loud or soft? Big or small? Scary or funny?
STEP 4: Split into groups and assign each group a character from the story. Give each
group materials to make an instrument to represent their character. (Depending on the
group dynamics, each student can make one instrument to add to the character’s sound,
or they can work together to make a single instrument.)
STEP 5: Explore what sounds the materials can make alone and when you put them
together (watch the videos in “Further Resources” for more ideas).
STEP 6: Build an instrument.
STEP 7: Once the instrument is built, what sounds can you make with it? (Or if each
student in a group makes an instrument, what sounds can you make when you play
them all together?) Can you find sounds that match the descriptive words you came up
with in Step 3?
STEP 8: Share your instrument with the rest of your class. Does each instrument make
you think of the character it represents?
STEP 9: Reread/tell the story together, with each group adding their character’s music
when appropriate. Make sure to leave pauses in the story to give each character group a
chance to shine!
If you record the story that your class tells, we would love for you to share it with YAMA at
scheduling@yamass.org and we can share it with Kirsten.
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About the Program
Kirsten Lamb is a musician. She is coming to visit your classroom soon. She will bring her
instruments and will use them to tell a fable called Coyote's Song. A fable is a short story that
usually features animals and teaches a lesson. In this story you will meet Coyote and Little
Dove. Coyote needs to learn to be a better listener and to respect his friend Little Dove.
Coyote finds out that being mean to your friends has consequences. You will need to help
Kirsten sing and tell parts of the story.
Instruments
Kirsten will bring two instruments to play for you, the banjo and the double bass. What do
you think these instruments sound like? Have you ever seen or heard either of them before?

Banjo

Kirsten plucks the strings on these instruments to make sound. She
can also use a wooden and horsehair bow on the double bass. This is
a picture of Kirsten playing the double bass. Look how big it is!

Double Bass

Make your own instruments
Did you know that you can make your own instruments with simple materials? Here are
some videos and a book to get you started. You might need an adult to help you.

VIDEO Link: “Make Homemade Music with These 6 DIY Instruments”
VIDEO Link: “DIY Musical Instruments for Kids”
VIDEO Link: “Easy Homemade Instruments for Kids”
BOOK: Making Musical Things by Ann Wiseman
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